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-\ Why We Love Watching Enemies Fall
> The Payoff

The fall. Hate turning to love
feels earned, inevitable, and et
fiercely intimate. Fis

5 Mutual Disdain

< It's the ultimate emotional
o playground. Unlike instanlt-l.we.
enemies-to-lovers requires a
methodical, deeply satisfying
deconstruction of defenses.
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Forced Proximity

' The catalyst. Electric verbal

Ak sparring and witty banter
g serve as a proxy for physical

tension. Flirting brilliantly
disguised as fighting. . - _
B | The Vulnerability Pivot
8 i Y The turning point. Isolation forces

them to confront their

misconceptions, revealing that

they actually see each other more
clearly than anyone else.
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pice Level

Very Spicy (5 Flames)
Steamy, explicit, and intense. High

6666 heat, high danger, and descriptive

D IR intimacy from start to finish.

Spicy (3 Flames)

Open door. Grounded, realistic, and
highly intimate, with detailed
on-page scenes that actively drive
the plot forward.
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undeniable tension. Intimacy
happens behind closed doors or
gracefully fades to black.

Sweet (1 Flame)
6 Heavy emotional longing and
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D% , The Corporate Nemeses: )

ﬁiggr The Hating Game

..#¢ by Sally Thorne
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The Enemies Setup

Two rival executive assistants, Lucy and Josh, are
locked in a daily battle of wills and passive-aggressive
warfare, fiercely competing for the exact same
promotion.

E— — ___ —— -

The Breaking Point

A high-stakes shared elevator ride and a bout of
sickness force them to drop their professional armor,
blurring the razor-thin line between absolute hatred
and sheer obsession.
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The Heat Level e e e e e e e -

Spicy (Electric, slow-burn tension leading to highly
anticipated, open-door intimacy).
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Need an
Adrenaline

If workplace tension isn't enough, sports
rivalries bring a whole new level of
competitive heat. Whether it's rival team
captains clashing or a PR nightmare to fix,
check out our guide to fake dating in
sports romance or dive straight into the
best hockey romance books.
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The Fantasy Rivals:
Macic,, DIVINE Rivals
““rrees by Rebecca Ross

' . The Enemies Setup

:  Eighteen-year-old Iris and the cold, unforgiving Roman Kitt
L are rival journalists competing for the same column at the

Oath Gazette, set against the brutal backdrop of a war
between gods.

Anonymous magical letters. What begins as a desperate
correspondence to her brother ends up in the hands of her
nemesis, transforming professional animosity into an
undeniably deep, magical connection.
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A The Breaking Point

The Heat Level SRR EGiEEAEEEEEEARE SR NE AN e » o

Spicy (A breathtaking slow-burn with moderate steam;
_— ) heavily focused on romantic tension and emotional depth).
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The Deadly Competition: PRk MeTer

The Serpent and the AAAAA
»

Wings of Night
o~ by Carissa Broadbent .
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The Enemies Setup

A human survivor and a ruthless yampire rival are'pitted -
against each other in the deadlyKejari tournament :
where only one can emerge alive. \a

The Breaking Point HIGH sTakes!
When mere survival requires an impossible alliance.

High-stakes blood-bonds and life-or-death battles force
them to trust the exact person they were sworn to Kill.
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Can you seamlessly tell a Morally Grey Hero from a Cinnamon Roll?
Brush up on your genre vocabulary and prepare for your next read
with our interactive romance flashcards.




The Historical Feud:
A Rogue of One’s
Own

by Evie Dunmore

The Enemies Setup f sm‘”"’fsﬂ

Ladr Lucie is a fierce suffragist who has just bought a
Eub ishing company for her cause. Lord Ballentine is < B>
er childhood nemesis, a debauched rake—and hee,,, . oon B

infuriatingly owns 50% of her building. NEMES|S
The Breaking Point HIGH-5TakEeS Busingss i
A high-stakes business arrangement. As they _
continuously out-maneuver each other, the facade of the \R)

careless rake drops, revealing a man who has been

secretly in love with her since childhood.  §gegeT LOVE /

The Heat Level

o

7 Very SpicyExplicit ﬂy‘::en-door scenes that perfectly
match t ery, intellectual banter).
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st The Accidental *PRAK ST
Roommates: i 4k
Funny Story 6 6 6
by Emily Henry

The Enemies Setup f SURFRAGISTI

Daphne’s fiancé dumped her for his childhood best
friend. Left stranded in Waning Bay, Michigan, she moves
in with the only person who understands: Miles, the
scruffy, chaotic ex-boyfriend of that same best friend.

The Breaking Point FAKE-DATING SCHEME

A fake-dating scheme meant to make their exes jealous
backfires spectacularly. Dealing with mutual heartbreak \R)
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forces them to confront their own vulnerabilities, and the
pretend moments start feeling far too real. MUTVAL
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Pick Your Poison: The Enemies Matrix

Contemporary Fantasy Historical
(The Hating Game, Funny Story)  (Divine Rivals, Serpent & Wings of Night) _ (A Rogue of One's Own)

Care rs) promotions, |  Life, death,andthe | Societal ruin) property |
The Stakes | nd broken hearts. < fate of warring<\  §  rights, and honor. ~
zﬁ?ﬁﬁi‘?&‘ Kingdoms. waeeiwe SOCIETAL

NGDOMS - RuIn

. : SECRET N -
Witty banter, Betrayal, deadly § PwiweSecret pining,

shared walls, and tournaments, and § ballroom scandal, and
forced proximity. magical bonds.‘\ Intellectual sparring.

MAGICAL
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Ready for your next obsession?

If you need more enemies-to-lovers energy right now,
take our |/quiz/romance-quiz/.
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